
Remembrance Day  
 
Canada, according to the United Nations, is one of the best, if not the best country 
in the world to live in. Our citizens are blessed with freedom, opportunity and a 
standard of living that is unrivalled in today’s world, and without parallel in 
history. Canadians are correct to express pride in their ancestors for building such 
a great nation and in themselves for preserving it. However, this did not occur by 
chance; it is a result of tireless effort in the past that is carried on by those of 
today.  
 
It is believed that most children, by the time they begin formal schooling, will have 
had some exposure to Remembrance Day through television, radio, movies, 
reading, and through family observance of the day. Our educational system has the 
responsibility to enrich these early experiences so that each student may develop a 
real understanding and appreciation for Remembrance Day. Children new to 
Canada must also have an understanding of the sacrifices that many Canadians 
made to preserve and protect the way of life that they now embrace.  
 
We must ensure that Remembrance Day is afforded the respect and dignity it 
rightly deserves and maintains its place among the great traditions of our country. 
On Friday, November 11th , at 9:00 a.m. Gym A we will have an assembly for 
grades 1 to 8 to commemorate Remembrance Day. We invite you to attend.  
 
Sincerely,               
Val Taylor                 Sherry Zarif 
Principal                   Vice-Principal 
 
(Adapted from the Royal Canadian Legion Teacher’s Guide) 
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HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
 
 

 

Under the Province Safe School legislation, students may not bring toy replicas or other 
items resembling guns, knives or any other weapons, as accessories to their Halloween cos-
tumes. Such items may cause unnecessary fear, anxiety and misunderstanding and must be 
kept away from the school.  In addition, staff will remind students that they cannot bring to 
school any toy costume accessories, including fake blood, as part of their Halloween cos-
tume.   
 
This applies to all students at all levels, including Kindergarten.  Please note that while the celebra-
tion of “Halloween” is not part of Ontario Curriculum, some classes may choose to weave Hallow-
een celebrations and/or traditions as part of the daily work and curriculum expectations for specific 
grades.  Individual teachers may send notes home to inform you of expectations and / or options for 
wearing a costume.  Regular instruction and programming will continue as we take extra care to be 
inclusive in our practice at school and to ensure that everyone feels safe as per Board policy and 
protocol.  If you have any concerns / questions, please don’t hesitate to let your child’s teacher 
know.   
 
In addition, following Halloween, please refrain from having your children bring candies to 
school.  Aside from the candies not being a healthy snack choice, they also may contain nuts, pea-
nuts or other allergens.  Please remember that food items are never to be shared at school. Please 
check the snack ingredients carefully if you choose to send it to school for your child only.  Thank 
you for your understanding. As always, if you have questions, please contact your child’s teacher or 
a member of the administration at the school.  

Halloween is coming! Please Remember 

the school’s PEANUT AND NUT BAN 

As Halloween is quickly approaching we would like to remind you that Red Maple Public School is a Nut Safe School.  

Please remember that several of our children will experience anaphylactic shock if they are exposed to even a tiny 

amount of peanut oil or peanut butter.  In fact, some children will go into anaphylactic shock if they even smell 

peanuts or peanut products.  When this happens, the child must be immediately injected with an epi-pen and then 

transported to the hospital for emergency treatment.  If treatment is not given immediately, the results can be fatal. 

 

For this reason the school MUST be a PEANUT AND NUT-SAFE ZONE.   What this means is that no peanut or 

peanut products of any kind may be brought into the school. We are asking for your assistance in dealing with these 

children's allergies.  Talking about the situation with your children will also help, since the more information they 

have, the better they will understand the reality of the risk to those children with peanut allergies. If you have 

questions or concerns, contact your child's teacher or the school office for further information.   



Welcome to 360kids After School Program!  

 
360kids After School Program promotes healthy and active living among school-aged children. The goal is to meet the social, 

physical, and nutritional needs of the students through a variety of physical activities and sports, cooking classes, a daily healthy 

snack, guest speakers, reading and homework help, along with self-esteem and team building activities. 

 

This program is for grades 1-6 and we run Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 3-6pm. 

 

For more information and registration please call 647.637.6028 or visit 360kids.ca 

ASK A TEACHER... 
Why has my child been reading at the same level for such a long time? 
Reading levels are used to select books that are at your child’s level, so that your child feels successful when reading 
independently. However, reading ability is not just determined by the level of a book. Most important is your child’s ability 
to think about and reflect on the text. 
When reading with your child at home, here are some things you can do to help him/her become a confident and 
independent reader. 
 
1) Fluency and Expression: Can your child read the text smoothly, paying attention to punctuation? After your child has 
moved through the early levels of reading (Levels 1 — 4/5), try moving your finger along the line of text while your child 
is reading. You can also read the text to your child, to show them how fluent, expressive reading sounds. 
2) Comprehension: Can your child answer questions about the text and retell the story, using pertinent information from 
the text? Ask your child questions about the text, using various kinds of questions and including inference questions (e.g. 
Why did this happen?). Also see if your child can predict what will happen next. If this is difficult, encourage your child to 
re-read the text to find out the answers. Re-visiting text is an important strategy. We encourage students to read the 
same text more than once, to master the text and to look at the content in different ways. 
3) Unfamiliar Words: What strategies does your child use to attempt reading unfamiliar words? 
Encourage your child to try reading the work independently by “sounding out”, or by looking at the sentence to see what 
word would make sense. 
 
At the Junior/Intermediate Level… 
How can I support my child with editing and revising a piece of writing? 
When assisting your child with writing, it is important to guide him/her through the editing process without re-writing his/
her work. Before you proofread encourage your child to proofread first. You may find the following checklist helpful: 
 
1) After writing, read it out loud to see if it makes sense. 
2) Check punctuation: (.?!””). 
3) Check for capitals: (beginning of sentence, names and dates). 

 

READING, WRITING AND MATH AT HOME - TIPS FOR PARENTS 
 
Reading: Involve yourself with your child's reading by reading to your child; listen to your child read and talk to your child 
about what she/he reads. Make greater range of reading materials (fiction/non fiction materials) available perhaps by 
visiting the community library so that boys and girls are motivated to read outside of their classroom assignments. 
 
Writing: Encourage children to use writing as a means of communicating thought, feelings, and information outside the 
school environment. Continue to talk to your child about what they have written; listen to your child read what they have 
written and encourage writing activities beyond those assigned in classrooms. 
 
Mathematics: Encourage your child to apply their skills to real-life situations beyond the classroom. Provide 
opportunities for children to communicate their knowledge and skills in mathematics by talking through math problems. 

Bill Crothers Secondary School (BCSS) is a system-wide school with a focus on healthy 

active living and sport. The school is open for Grade 9 to 12 students. Check out the 

school’s website for more information. 

http://360kids.ca


Cancellation of Bus Service Because of Weather 

School bus service may be cancelled from time to time due to inclement weather 

and/or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should 

develop alternate car/transportation arrangements. Since bussing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m. 

or earlier, all cancellation decisions must be made by 6:00 a.m. to ensure the safety of our 

students. Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough consultation with school bus 

companies servicing York Region. Decisions are based on several factors including precipitation, 

air temperature and road conditions. Please note the following:  

• A decision to cancel school bus transportation may be system wide (where all buses in York 

Region are cancelled) or municipality specific (where buses in one or more municipalities 

are cancelled).  

• Even though transportation in your municipality is running, if your child attends school in a 

different York Region municipality where transportation is cancelled, your child will not be 

transported to/from school.  

• Even though your child attends school in a different York Region municipality where 

transportation is running, if transportation in your municipality is cancelled, your child will 

not be transported to/from school.  

• If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore 

students transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home.  

 

Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television 

stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:  
RADIO  
590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM  
102.1 FM 1540 AM 1580 AM  
88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.1 FM 94.9 FM  
95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM  
104.5 FM 100.7 FM 107.1 FM  

TELEVISION  
CITY TV THE A-CHANNEL CFTO TV THE WEATHER NETWORK GLOBAL NEWS  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001. The above procedure is not applicable to 
school charters. Please confirm the cancellation of these trips with school administration.  

 

KINDERGARTEN 

FUNDRAISER 

CUPCAKE SALES 

 

 

Cupcakes will be sold once per month to 
raise money to purchase educational 
materials, as well as equipment for the four Kindergarten classes.  The first 
date is Wednesday, November 2nd and the cupcakes will be sold for $1.00 
each at morning recess, outside Ms. Beattie’s class. 
Due to the volume of cupcakes required, we use Duncan Hines or Betty 
Crocker cupcake mixes, which are nut-free (eggs, oil and water are added).  
The icing is homemade and has the following ingredients:  vegetable 
shortening, margarine, icing sugar, butter flavour, water, food colouring, 
sprinkles. 
If you would like to support this fundraising initiative, please send $1.00 with 
your child on Wednesday, November 2nd.  Thank you for your support. 

As the Colder 
Weather Approaches 

 
Winter is fast 
approaching and the 
weather is getting 
colder. Please be 

sure that your child is dressed 
appropriately for outdoor activities as 
they will still be going outside for 
morning and lunch recess. It is a 
good idea to send an extra pair of 
pants, mitts, socks and a hat in case  
children become too wet from 
outdoor play. Please be sure to 
clearly mark all clothing with your 
child’s name.    



Parents As Partners ~ Reading Together 
 
Unless we can hear the words and can form the pictures from a story, the pleasure of reading cannot be fully 
realized.” Teri S. Lesesne,  
 
Reading Aloud to build Success in Reading as cited in The York Region Literacy Series. 
 
What is it? Shared Reading provides an opportunity to enjoy a reading experience with your son/daughter while 
exploring text that may be too difficult for them to read independently. The goals are enjoyment of the piece, and, the 
beauty and sound of the language.  
 
How do you do it?  
 
Before Reading -Ask your son/daughter to choose materials that interests them (could be a novel, a poem, a magazine, 
a news article or a cartoon). This should be slightly above their independent reading level. Set the scene by discussing 
any issues/topics or challenging words in the material before you begin the reading.  
 
While Reading  * Read to your child, stopping at appropriate times (not every sentence or paragraph) to discuss what is 
happening. * Ask your son/daughter to predict what is going to happen next, to talk about why something happened, or to 
express how they feel about what has just happened. * Point out a few interesting and/or challenging words, and what 
you are thinking while reading. * Invite your son/daughter to join in and share in the reading. Do this only if they are 
comfortable.  
 
After Reading * Consider keeping a record of the experience in the form of a personal reading journal. * Explore the 
author’s website.   
 
Additional Considerations * Shared Reading time should be short, approximately 10 or 15 minutes. Your son/daughter 
may choose to read silently on their own after this point. *If English is not your first language or if your son/daughter is 
struggling with reading, choose materials rich in rhyme, rhythm and pattern in either English or your first language. 
Explore difficult vocabulary only if it impacts on meaning. Enjoy the richness of the language together. 

Safe Surfing of the Internet 

Communication is the key to ensuring that your children are using the Internet safely. While 

there are practical steps parents can take around the home, such as making sure the computer 

is in an open place, they can’t watch over their children’s shoulder every minute of the day. 

With open communication parents can make it clear that they want to know what their children 

are doing on the Internet, but that they also trust their judgment. Parents must strike a 

balance between being alert to what their children are visiting in cyberspace and invading their 

privacy. 

 

Tips for Kids 

- Always get your parent’s permission before you log on to the Internet. Surf only sites your 

parents have approved. - Use your first name or a code name only. Never use your last name on 

the Internet! 

Never give out your address. Never tell anyone the city you live in or the street you live on, or 

the school you attend. - If you should see anything on the Internet that makes you 

uncomfortable, tell your parents immediately - Do not answer or open emails from people you 

do not know. If a stranger tries to contact you over the Internet, tell your parents 

immediately. - Talk only with your friends in chat rooms. Stay away from chat rooms that use 

inappropriate language or highlight violence. 



Halloween is Here! Please 

Remember the school’s PEANUT 

AND NUT BAN 

As Halloween is quickly approaching we would like to remind you that Red Maple Public School is a 

Peanut Safe School. Please remember that several of our children will experience anaphylactic 

shock if they are exposed to even a tiny amount of peanut oil or peanut butter.  In fact, some 

children will go into anaphylactic shock if they even smell peanuts or peanut products.  When this happens, the child must be 

immediately injected with an epi-pen and then transported to the hospital for emergency treatment.  If treatment is not given 

immediately, the results can be fatal. Please avoid any products that indicate “may contain nuts”. This school MUST be a 

PEANUT AND NUT-SAFE ZONE. What this means is that no peanut or peanut products of any kind may be brought into the 

school. We are asking for your assistance in dealing with these children's allergies.  Talking about the situation with your 

children will also help, since the more information they have, the better they will understand the reality of the risk to those 

children with peanut allergies. If you have questions or concerns, contact your child's teacher or the school office for further 

information.   

From the Ministry of Health 

Have a Safe Halloween! 

 

Halloween is a great time for children. But, all the excitement may cause them to forget 
important safety rules when trick or treating. Safe Kids Canada has some tips.  
 
All about costumes 
Make sure that motorists can see your child. Use costumes with bright fabrics and decorate 
them with reflective tape. Give each child a flashlight and be sure they use it.  
To prevent falling, your child's costume and shoes should fit properly. Costumes should not 
extend below your child's ankles. If you are making a homemade costume, use materials that 
are fire resistant. If you are buying a costume, make sure it is labelled 'flame resistant'. This 
means the costume will resist burning if it catches fire. Avoid costumes with loose sleeves, 
pants, and skirts.  
All costume accessories such as swords or knives should be made of soft, flexible material. 
Instead of a mask, your child should wear face paint or make-up. Make-up and face paint are 
better than masks because they don't block your child's ability to see. If your child is wearing a 
hat, wig, or scarf, tie it securely so that it won't slip over their eyes.  
 
Tips for safe trick or treating: 
Children under nine years of age should be supervised by an adult when trick or treating. 
Children over nine years of age should trick or treat with an adult or in a group with older, 
responsible children.  
If your child is trick or treating without an adult, make sure he or she knows how to cross the 
road safely. Children should walk, not run, from house to house and stay on the sidewalk or at 
the side of the road facing traffic. Children should stay in well-lit areas and should only visit 
homes that have outside lights turned on. Children should not go inside anyone's house.  
Before your children eat their candy, make sure you examine it. Throw out any treats that are 
not wrapped, those in torn or loose packages, or any that have small holes in the wrappers.  
 
When decorating your home: 
Small children should never carve pumpkins. Instead, let your child draw a face on the 
pumpkin. Make your home safe for children who are 'trick or treating'. Remove all objects 
around the outside of your house that could cause children to trip or fall. Turn your outside 
light on. Keep candles, pumpkins with candles, matches and lighters in a place that children 
cannot reach. If you use a candle in your pumpkin, make sure you put the pumpkin on a sturdy 
table. Keep the pumpkin away from curtains and other objects that could catch fire.  
 
If you're driving on Halloween: 
Be extra careful when driving. Children are excited and may forget safety rules. When driving 
in areas with children, slow down and watch for them. Enter and exit driveways and alleyways 
slowly and pay careful attention.  
Safe Kids Canada is the national injury prevention arm of The Hospital for Sick Children For 
more safety tips, visit the Safe Kids Canada Web site at http://www.safekidscanada.ca/ 

http://www.safekidscanada.ca/


 

History of Daylight Saving Time  

Daylight Saving Time is a change in the standard time of each time zone. Time zones were 

first used by the railroads in 1883 to standardize their schedules. According to The Canadian 

Encyclopedia Plus by McClelland & Stewart Inc., Canada's Sir Sandford Fleming also played a 

key role in the development of a worldwide system of keeping time. 

Trains had made obsolete the old system where major cities and re-

gions set clocks according to local astronomical conditions. Fleming 

advocated the adoption of a standard or mean time and hourly varia-

tions from that according to established time zones. He was instru-

mental in convening an International Prime Meridian . Conference in 

Washington in 1884 at which the system of international standard 

time -- still in use today -- was adopted. Remember !!!!!!!! Day Light 

Savings Time Ends @ 2:00 a.m., Sunday, November 6th. 

 
The Real Meaning of Homework (Better Homes - http://www.bhg.com)  

 

The obvious aim of assigning homework is to get your child to practice and strengthen academic skills. By de-

voting the proper time to homework, your child stands a much better chance of making good grades. But 

homework has other important values. Homework can and should be a character-building experience. Handled 

properly by teachers and parents, homework helps a child develop emotional and behavioural skills needed in 

the adult world.  

 

Homework's Hidden Values  

 

1. Responsibility: Homework is the child's responsibility. If you get too involved, you set the 

process on back.  

2. Independence: Because it's the first time someone other than a parent assigns frequent tasks 

to the child, homework breaks new ground. How this golden opportunity is managed will ei-

ther enhance or obstruct your child's progress toward self-direction.  

3. Perseverance: There's no point to a child doing homework if every time the child becomes 

frustrated, you step right in and make it all better. It's OK to let your child struggle a bit with a 

problem.  

4. Time management: Children need to be told when to finish their homework, not when to 

start it. That way, instead of learning to waste time, the child learns to manage it.  

5. Initiative: Like a muscle, the ability to be a self-starter strengthens with exercise. That's why 

it's essential that the child decide when it's time to begin each homework assignment.  

6. Self-reliance: Homework can affirm a child's feeling of competency. Mismanaged, it de-

flates that feeling. Unfortunately, there is no in-between.  

7. Resourcefulness: The ability to be inventive in the face of problems is the very stuff of be-

ing human. Homework provides a wonderful setting for your child to practice such cleverness.  



SAFETY FIRST AT RED MAPLE 
  

On Wednesday, October 12th 2016, me and my class attended a really fun program with police officers.  
 

Basically, me and my class had to make and design posters and fake driving tickets representing the rules of driving. 

( a.k.a. stop at a red light, don’t text and drive, distracted driving etc.) We had to do the posters in groups of 2 or 3 and the 

tickets we had to do independently.  

 
On the day of the event, Ms. Purtle (my teacher) sorted everyone in groups. There was group 1, group 2, group 3, 

group 4 and group 5. Every group had about 2 police officers with them. The police officers would use their radar guns and 

point out any cars that are speeding or violating the driving rules. Then, they would pull over cars and each kid in the group 

would take turns giving every driver a fake ticket.  
 
Overall, I had a really fun day with the police officers and my classmates. I want to thank the policeman for taking 

their time to do this program and remember everyone, Stay Safe!  

                                                                            By: Megan  



ELL November News @ Red Maple 

October has been another busy month in ELL at Red Maple 

Public School. We would like to extend a warm welcome to the 

new families who have joined our school this month, 

WELCOME!! 

  

You may be interested in visiting the www.inmylanguage.org. 

This site has settlement information for newcomers in 11 

different languages:  

English   |   Français 

       |   中文（简体字）   |   ગુજરાતી   |   ਪੰਜਾਬੀ   |   Русски   |   Español   |   

 Pilipino (Tagalog)   |   தமிழ்   |        

You can view the entire website in any of these languages. You 

can also obtain information about immigration, housing, health, 

employment, daily life and more. 

The Ontario Ministry of Education, also offers information 

for parents in a variety of languages: 

Important information in many languages: 

 

English 

 

 عربي
 

繁體中文 简体中文 

 

سى ار  ف

Français ગજુરાતી 

ह िंदी 한국어 

Kanien'kéha  नेपाली 

Ojibwemowin 

 

 

Polski Português ਪੰਜਾਬੀ  

Română Русский  Soomaali Español  

Tagalog 

தமிழ் اردو Tiếng Việt 

We hope you find it helpful. 
Ms. Polsinelli and Ms. Kazis 



NOVEMBER UPDATE FROM THE LEARNING COMMONS 

Thank-you to all those students who entered the bookmark contest, stay 
tuned for details on winners and an opportunity to join an International 
bookmark exchange! 

Curriculum Night was a great success, special thanks to our community partners! 

                                        

Julia: Richmond Hill Public Library   Mahnaz and Pauline: Settlement Workers   Saima: Family and Early Literacy Centre 

What’s New in the Learning Commons? 

Throughout the month of October, our students have started exploring the  
Makerspace activities on Mondays and Wednesdays at morning recess. 

                 
Lego, BeeBot, Designing Bookmarks 

Special Thanks to our volunteers:  

Mrs.Priggen and Mrs.Goldstein and the Learning Commons Leadership Team for their 

hard work and dedication, they help to keep our Learning Commons a great place to be! 

What’s On for November? 

 Watch for details about our annual Scholastic Book Fair coming soon!! 
Here are some online tools available for at home use:        

      Login: dsbyork Password: dsby7692                Login: redmaple   Password: reads 

Gale Databases Password: york            Encyclopedia Britannica Username: dsbyork 

Password: dsby7692 

            Learn 360 Username: yorkrdsb Password: digital 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR LEARNING COMMONS!! KEEP ON READING!!  

Red Maple Teacher-Librarian: E.Polsinelli 



 

 

 

 

BUILD & DESIGN 

WITH LEGO® AT 

RED MAPLE 

 

      Lunchtime 

Building Program 
 

 

 

New projects each week tie into the school curriculum 

 

Develop Skills in Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, Teamwork and 

Presentation 

 

Location:                   Red Maple Public School 

 

Day and Time:             Tuesdays at Lunchtime 

 

Starts:                     Tuesday November 8th, 2016 

 

Program:                    LEGO® Explorers/Builders/Designers 

 

Duration:                    5 weeks – One day per week 

 

Grades:                     1 - 6 

 

Program Fee:               $60.00 plus tax ($67.80) 

 

Reg. Deadline:             November 1st – SPACE IS LIMITED! 

 

Register:             http://bit.ly/red-maple-lunch-lego 
(control + click to open) 

 

http://bit.ly/red-maple-lunch-lego




November 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 

 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

PA Day  
NO 

SCHOOL 

Remembrance Day 
Assembly 9:00 a.m. in 

Gym A 

School Retake  
Photo Day  

PIZZA DAY 

Parent/Teacher 
Interviews (morning) 

Parent/Teacher 
Interviews (evening) 

Report Cards 
sent home  

Grade 8  
students visit 
to Langstaff 
S.S. 


